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Application/Control Number: 09/159,968 
Art Unit: 2786 



DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 1-8 are allowed. 

As per claims 1 and 7, the prior art of record fails to show or adequately teach a 
method of correcting transfer of a thin material transfer apparatus comprising a transfer 
roller which is rotated in accordance with a number of input transfer pulses; a sensor 
which detects a front end of a thin material transferred by the transfer roller; and a 
processing unit which is disposed downstream from the sensor, and performs a 
predetermined process on the transferred thin material, the method comprising steps of 
calculating a first correction value for correcting a transfer error based on the 
reference transfer range and a measured length of the second processed thin 
material portion, and calculating a second correction value for correcting a 
transfer error based on measured lengths of the first and second processed thin 
material portions; and correcting the transfer from the sensor position to the 
processing unit position, and the transfer from the processing unit position 
based on the first and second correction values, in combination with the other 
claimed features and limitations as claimed in claims 1 and 7. The highlighted portions 
are the limitations that are believed to overcome the prior art of record. 

As per claims 2-6 and 8, these claims are allowed due to their dependency on 
allowed claims 1 and 7, as stated above. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald D. Hartman Jr. whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-7001 . The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 
AM to 5:00 PM. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Grant, can be reached at (703)308-1 108. The fax number for this 
Group is (703) 305-3718. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9618. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051 , (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 305-9724, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA M Sixth Floor 
(Receptionist). 



Ronald D. Hartman Jr. 
Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 2786 LM^=> 
September 21, 2000 WILLIAM GRANT 
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